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Part 2: Module 5: Reflection 1
1. What changes need to occur in the education system in the United States if we expect to be able to prepare our students with disabilities for active and productive adult lives?
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the changes needed in the education system of the United States is that special education systems need to teach students lifelong learning success skills. Notably, for the majority of the time, special education students are in school, they need to be taught transition skills such as employment, living independently, and training as well as education. The specific skills needed for long life success learning include critical thinking. Essentially, critical thinking skills help special education students to solve problems.  Special education students should learn how to make plans, take effective actions, and assess and adjust the impacts of such actions. The others skills are social. Social skills among special education skills include soft skills, effective communication, as well as responsibility. Special education students also need to be taught technology skills that entail cell phones, the internet, and social media to have access to information (Ten Sigma, 2018). In addition, the education system needs to change so that it may teach the students employment skills such as the effective management of time, leadership skills, and teamwork.
2. What strategy would you suggest that might ensure that they are prepared for 2020 and beyond? 
One of the strategies that I would suggest to ensure the preparation of education systems for the year 2020 and beyond would be effective partnerships in the education system. I think there is a need for effective partnerships between teachers in middle schools with their colleagues in elementary schools, and such partnerships would ensure that teachers enlighten their students to embrace lifelong learning. In addition, these partnerships would ensure that students are taught how to be responsible for their own lives (Ten Sigma, 2018). Parents also play critical roles in the education and postsecondary life of students with disabilities. Therefore, there is also a need for initiating and sustaining effective partnerships with parents of special education students. Parents provide critical information about their students, such as the status of their backgrounds as well as the historical life of such students, and this information may be included in the transition planning for these students.      
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